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of the early spring were parched and drooping. Ledru-Rollin, ominously prominent m March, was a beaten man in May Lamartine, who was expected to be able to sweep the country in April, was a spent force in October. Cavaignac, who had saved Pans in June, was reported in November to be assuied of defeat for the significant reason that he was supposed to be specially identified with the Republic. All the odds were on the new man, who bore a famous name, who had kept himself free fiom paltry entanglements, who had steered dear of the dangerous shoals upon which so many light and flaunting barks had run to their destruction.
When it was decided that the President of the Republic should be elected not by the legislature but by the people, Louis Bonaparte was assured of victory The eloquent and irresponsible tribute of two sublime sentimentalists was blazoned on his electoral manifestoes Chateaubriand had written that no name went better with the glory of France, and George Sand, in allusion to the tract on pauperism, announced that the Napoleon of to-day personified the sufferings of the people, as his uncle had been the incarnation of their pride. The candidate himself behaved with rare discretion. He was watchful and silent, holding himself aloof from public debate or party war-cries, while shadowing forth that vague policy of comprehension which was the secret of his power His maiden speech in the Chamber was a fortunate, perhaps a calculated, failure, for by giving the impression of stupidity he disarmed the vigilance of his foes. Like his uncle before Brumaire, he made himself accessible to men of every political colour, even to those from whom social order had most to fear. He told Proudhon that he was no dupe of the calumnies scattered against the Socialists, and left upon that acute (and fantastic person the impression of a chivalious head and heart, of a mediocre genius unlikely to prosper, and finally of a man whose professions it would be well to distiuat
The habits engendered in this period of watchful strain were not easily thrown off We may freely agree with M. Ollivier when he tells us that the programme of the Libeial Empire was